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A brief Anſwer to a late Diſcourſe CONCerning The Unreaſonableneſ; 
of a New Separation. | 


Hether the Letter was writ- 
ten to, or feigned by our 
Author I know not, nor 1s 
it of }any concern ; eicher way it 
might give a fir Occaſion to ſtart the 
Queſtion : And he pretends a fur- 
Prize to read that the Non-Swearets 
ſhould think themſelves bound to ſe- 
perate Communion, though he ſtrug- 
gles with himſelf to think it poſlible, 
that thoſe who have expreſſed fo 
great a Senſe of th? Miſchief of it in 
others, ſhould be (o ready to fall to 
it themſelves. But alas, be need not 
have been at that Pains if-he had Con- 
ſidered, That they do not_fall, but 
are forced into it, as I ſhall preſently 
make appear. Indeed he ſTems to 
be troubled, for he tells us, That he 
ſoon apprehended the miſchievous 
Conſequence of a new Schiſm : And 
I wiſh he, and ſome others had been 
as Qnick-ſighted in foreſeeing and 
preventing ſuch Cauſes, which una- 
voidably produce ſuch Miſcinets : 
Buc I find that ſome Men look one 
way, and ſome another; and ſome 
after they have done all che Miſchief 
they can, yet will not leave off that 
old ſtaleTrick of wiping their Mouths, 
And ſaying they have done no Hurt. 
But the Wonder 1s, that Men 
ſhould be ſo Obſtinate, der the aif- 
ference  on!y about the Reſolution of a 
Caſe of Con/ctence, wherein wile and good 
Arn may eaſily differ. And is then a 
Caſe of Conſcience really ſo trivial a 
Thing? I had -thought there was not 
any moral Action, and con{quently 
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not any Duty of a Chriſtian, about 
which a Caſe of Conſcience mighe 
not one time or other ariſe ; and may 
theſe then be determin'd either ways, 
becauſe wiſe and good Men may (© 
eaſily differ : What is this but to de- 
ſtroy the very Nature of Good and 
Evil, or to make the bounds ſo move- 
able, that we ſhall never know'cer- 
tainly where to find them. I fhall 
readily grant, that when the matter 
is Dark and Intricate, we may well 
hope, that God will be merciful to a 


miſtaken Perſon ; but if a Caſe of 
Conſcience ariſe, let Men differ as 
they plcaſe, he only determines right, 


who .determines with the nature of 
the Thing ; and he is only Safe, who 
follows that Determination. He that 
determins beſide, or againſt the na. 
ture of the Thing, determins wrong, 
and_in .moral Actions he certainly, 
doth ill, who follows ſuch determi- 
nation, however merciful foever God 
upon other accounts may be to him. 
And this, Nature ſeems to have taughe 
every Man ; for why elſe ſhould 
all the Comforts of a Mar's Soul fo 
much depznd upon the Satisfaftion 
of lis Conſcience, that he hath taken 
a right courſe : Whereas it were the 


_eaſteſt matter in the World to fatisfy 


Conſcience, if without much ado 
they might ſafely ſibmit to any De- 
terinination, Which comes from a 
Man, who, for any Thing we know, 
may be Wile and Good. And there. 
fore whatſozver our Anthour may 
think, I ſhall defire him henceford 

A Ct ward, 


a Caic of Conſcience, leſt he tempt 
a looſe World both to think and ſpeak 
meanly of our Employment. 


, though. a Shriveled one ; . but the 
Oaths (faith he) are rot made a 
| Copgition of Communion, and there- 


Separation, Now-l could have told 
him forty Things which they arc not ; 
and if_he ſhould -be out in that. one, 
which he mentions, it would be very 
unlucky; ard that he is ſo, I ſhall 
endeavour preſently in its proper 
place to prove. In the mean time I 
"could tell him of a Man, who hath 
Diſcourſed much of Terms of Com- 
»munion, who hath 'Quarrelled al- 
"moſt all, and, yet never failed to 
comply with any that were ſet up ; 
"and it, is hard to tye us up to-that 
Mares Terms of Communion, which 
no Man living could ever yet learn 
"what they werc. 


[difference between a Tender and a 
"four, Conſcience, and 1 doubt nor, 
biit in his Liberality he intended the 
four Conſcience for us; and he might 
| bave made it what he pleaſed when 
ihe was about it, But as I am well 
*fatizfied' in gy Conſcience (at leaſt 
as to my ſelf 2) that I have taken a 
"fafer* courſe in this Matter to appear 
before the Tribunal of Heaven than 
our Jolly Swearers : So I will affure 
tlits Author, That if he have no bet- 
ter Pbyſick than be Adminiſters in this 
*Diſcourſe, he will never makea true 
uge of any of thoſe Conliencee, 
which he is pleaſed to'repreſent as 
Diſaſ.d and Sowre; but perhaps the 
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ward, to fpeak more: reverendly of 
Well, a-Caſe of Conſcience it. is, 


fore canrot be a ſufficient cauſe of 


; But, he tells us, That there is a . 


Soayreneſs may lie elſewhere , and 
ſome complain of the Light, when 
the fau:r is in the weakneis of their 
Eycs. exo) 
It is a wonderful Conde enfion.i n 
our Author, but «to ſuppoſe, That 
thoſe who take the Oaihs may be to 
blame, but he faith, That neverthe- 
leſs, if they at according to their 
Conſciences, there can Le no ground 
for Separation, unleſs it be Lawf:i! to 
ſeparare irom all ſuch, who follow 
the Diftates of an erroneons Con(ci- 
ence, and fo there will te ro end-of 
Separation. Ard indeed at this rate, 
there will be no end of Trifting ard 
Sophiſtry : For if I am bound to ſe- 
parate from ſome erroneous Conſci- 
ences, Why muſt it necds be Lawful 
to ſcparate from all? Have all er- 
roneous Confciences an equal in- 
fluerce on Communion and good 
Manners? If a Man was periwaded, 
that the Elements of Bread and Wire, 
after Conſecration were really Tran- 
ſubſtantiated into that very Body.ard 
Blood of Chriſt , which ſuffered on 
the Cro's; and accordingly ſhould 
in Conſcience adore it, ard think all 
others bourd to do ſo too. I have fo 
much Charity for onr Author, as to 
think he would not joyn'in Commu- 
nion with lim: And if I had to do 
wich one, who ſ{crupled eating Ficſh 
on Fridays, I defire our Author to 
give me a gcod Reaſon, Why 1 ſhou!d 
forbear Cormmunion with him on that 
account ! £o that after all, it 1s, not 
the erroneous Conicience, bur the 
nature of the Thing wherein Conlci- 
ence errs; Which, according 2s it 
affets Communion, either requires 
a Separation, or allows a contt- 
nuance 


rmmance of Communion. And of 
which nature the Matter in Contro- 
verſy is, ſhall be. preſently confider- 
ed ; and then p2rhaps I may help 
him to imagine. ( though he ſaith he 
cannot at preſent) why , Becanſe 
ſome Mens Conſciences are ſo tender in 
the point of Loyalty, that-they car 
not take th2 Oaths, that they muſt 
needs be fo tender too as not to joyn 
Communion with rho/e who do i. 

Bur he faith he will leave general 
Reftetions, and apply himſc:if to the 
maia point; andI am very glad we 
ſhall come to it, for here I intend to 
cloſe with him. The grand Queſtion 
hs makes to be this; Whether there be 
any Reaſen for theſe Scruples about the 
Oaths ? and then infers, That if there 
be not,” it will be granted that there can 
be no Reaſon for a Separation on the ac- 
count of thems : And then proceeds, That 
if there be any Reaſon, it muſt ariſe, ei- 
ther from the continuing Obligation of the 
former Oaths, or from the naturg of the 
preſent Oaths. 1 wiſh he had told us 
what he means by Scruples, and what 
the Scrup!es are; for we commonly 
account Scruples to be odd trouble- 
ſome things, which proceed from a 
Mind well inclined, but a weak Un- 
derſtanding, not able to ſupport it 
ſelf, whereby men are defirons to do 
well, but ſtrangely timorous and over 
fearful of the lawfulneſs of every thing 
they go about. So thar at firit daſh 
he repreſents all the Non-Swearers 
to be, at beſt, only a Parcel of well 
meaning Fools. For my own'part, I 
have no Scruples, but am well fatis- 
fied, without any Scruple, that I can- 
not lawfully take the Oaths, And 
though this Author writes as trium- 
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phantly as if he had the Reaſon, Senſe 
and Conſcience of all Mankind in his 
keeping, yet am I{& nnfortunate as 
to think my Farnndation unſhaken. 
But, before I can proceed, I muſt in- 
form you, that he hath not fairly and 
truly ſtated theCaſe. For the Queſtion 
1s not nakedly and ſimply, whether 
the Oaths may or may not be lawful- 
Iv taken; (though I will diſcourſe thar 
with him in fit place) but whether 
Oaths impoſed under ſuch unjuſt and 
mercileſs Penalties, and attended with 
ſuch fatal Conſequences, will not war- 
rant the Non-takers in a Separation 
from ſuch as do. And to clear up this, 
I muſt crave leave to open the Caſe 
more fully. | 

After fix Months Warning,&frequent 
Rabling, if we take not the Oaths, we 
are ſilenced for fix Months more ; (o 
that if the Oaths be nor taken, alltha 
Churches in England muſt be ſhut np. 
I know notany conſiderable difference 
betwixt this. and a Popiſh Interd;& ; nei- 
ther mattersit. much, whether we lie 
at the mercy of the Pope or a Parlia- 
ment, whether God ſhall be worſhip< 
ped in the Land, or not. This time 
being elapſed, and the Oaths not ta- 
ken, then are we abſolutely deprived, 
and not only our legal Eſtates taken 
away, and our Wives and Children 
ſent to wander like Vagabonds, and 
beg their Bread; but our Flocks ta- 
ken from us, and we not ſuffered to 
diſcharge our Duties towards God 


and his Church, and the Souls com- - 


mitted ro our Care, which our Orders 
and Inſtitution enable us to, and re- 
quire from us: And when, without 
taking the Oaths, we are nor ſuffered 
to diſcharge our Duties, nox act in 

AZ any, 


any Commmnihiion as Miniſters, I deſire 
to know, what this wams of being 
made a Condition of Communion to 
us, quaten;rs Mimilters. 

But perhaps hewwill ſay, That we 
are not hereby forced to break Com- 
munion, but may ſtill joyn in the ſame 
Communion as Lay-men: I thank 
him kindly ; when ſome men have be- 
trayed their Conſciences for large 
Preferments, that they may enjoy 
them quietly, we muſt part with all, 
and our Miniſtry to boot. But though 
this may ſerve their turn; it will not 
ours ; for if no Lay-power can make 
or unmake a Biſhop, Prieſt or Dea- 
con, then the Charge of our Miniſtry 
will ftill lie upon us, notwithſtanding 
this depriving Act, and neceſſity will 
lie upon us to diſcharge it at our Pe- 
Til. To this end 1 would deſire this 
learned Author to teH me, whether 
he takes us for BaaPs Prieſts, or Ferc- 
boars Prieſts, or Parliament Prieſts, 

.Or Convention Prieſts, or God's Prieſts: 
If he will, with Eraſtav, throw all into 
The Civil Power, I have nothing to do 
with him, nor any more to account 
zof him-than as one of the common 
Herd: But if he thinks the Power of 
:the Clergy, as Clergy,is derived from 
+ Chriſt, ro whonythe Father gave all 
- Power ; and to be received by a. Suc- 
+ceſſion of Authority, who received it 
' fromthem, whom Chriſt ſent as the 
Father ſent him; and if he think that 
the Biſhops of the Chriſtian Church 
_ were the Succeflors : of. the Apoſtles 
ir} their ordinary and ſtanding Autho- 
riyfor all Ages; and that they were 
empowered to derive Authority to ſe- 
veral -Orders of men, to exerciſe Spi- 
ritual Offices ſorj the Berehic of the 
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Church, ftill retaining the ſipream 
Eccleſiaſtical Authority in their ou n 
Order in their own Churches, as all 
Antiquity thought, ard moſt ſober 
men fince: Then -he, muſt acknow- 
ledge that a Clergy-mar's Authority 
is from God ; and that, notwithſtangd- 
ing any Civil Act ro the contrary, he 
is bound to take care of his Office, 
and give account of his Stewardſhip, 
though the moſt bitter Perſecutions 
attend him for ſo doing. And there- 
fore if they will warrant a Civil Act 
to diſable us from doing our Duties, 
they muſt excuſe us if we have thete 
dreadful apprehenſions of the Account 
we haveto give; That we endeavour 
todo it as We Can, at our hazard, 
when we are not ſutfered to do it in 
Communion with them. 

And yet this is not all, for there is 
one thing more which ſecms unavoid- 
ably to necefſitatea Schiſm, if we are 
diſcharged from our Office vpon ac- 
count of theſe Oaths, though the 
Crime will lie at their Door, not ours. 
Our Author has been as great a Trim- 
mer of Eccleſiaſtical Orders as any 
man | know; but now being com- 
monly ſtyled a Biſhop, I bope be will 
prove Sirenuwm ſui Ordms Aſſerter ; and 
being he is as well ſeen in Antiquity 
as any man in Europe, I hope he will 
not quarrel me, who am only a Preſ- 
byter, for aſlerting that Prerogative 
of his Order, which genuine Antiqui- 
ty always appropriated to it. Now 
in the Primitive Times, ( whoſe Ex- 
ampleand Rule our Church follows ) 
in every Church: or Dioceſe, (as now 
called ) all the inferiour Clergy were 
ſubject to their Biſhops; and the Bi- 
ſhops 'of their ſeveral Churches or 
_ f Io Dioceſles 


Dioceſſes were not to tranſalt any 
Ecclefiaſtical Matter of moment and 
commoniconcern, without the Con- 
ſent of him who was. Epiſcopus prime 
Sedis, or Metropolitan. And though 
ſometimes Perſecutions made fearful 
Squanders amongſt them, yet « was 
never tought to rake away the Sub- 
jection of the inferiour Clergy to their 
Biſhop, nor the Dependance of the 
Biſhops upon their Metropolitan : 
And if any Clerk withdrew his Obe- 
dience to his Biſhop, or any Biſhop 
denyed his Dependance upon his Me- 
tropolitan , he was Iyable to, and 
certainly ſtruck with the Cemſures of 
the Church, thaugh he ſuffered never 
ſo deeply. Ard if either by the Le- 
vity or Apoſtacy of the Clergy or 
People, or the Impetuoſity of the Se- 
cular Power, a Biſhop was ſet over a 
Church or Dioceſs, in oppoſition to 
one there Canonically placed alrea- 
dy, or a Metropolitan placed over a 
Province, in oppoſition to one alrea- 
dy Canonically placed there, it al- 
ways in courſe produced a Schiſm, 
and the Church was ever accounted 
to be' with thoſe, who adhered to 
them, u ho were firſt rightly fixed; and 
they always were efteemed Schiſma- 
ticks, who ſided with'that Biſhop or 
Metropolitan, who was ſet up in op- 
poſition. Now this is very like to 
be our Caſe, and is the very thing 
Which our Author ought to have ſta- 
ted. For our Metropolitan, and. ſe. 
veral other Biſhops, are now aCtual- 
ly by a Secular AC Deprived: But 
are they Deprived by any Canons or 
Canonical Cenſures of the Church? 
Or are they Diſcharged from their 
Olfice and Tzuſt which God bath 
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committed to them? Did ever ar 
Secular Act, much leſs ſuch an Act 
as this, pretend to Unbiſhop and Un- 
prieſi Men ? 1 ſhall eaſily grant, That 
the Secular Power hath often Seized 
Biſhops Eſtates, and Impriloned and 
Baniſhed rtheir Perſons : But ſtill they 
were accounted Biſhops of thoſe 
Churches, and ceaſed not to dif- 
charge their Duties, as their Circum- 
ſtances would permir, and neither 
their Clergy nor People renounced 
them, unleſs they were guilty of ſuch 
Crimes, ſor which the Cenſures of 
the Church did Depolſe them, . or the 
Canons ipſo Fa#o Deprive them. Bur |, 
where's the Hereſie? Where are any 
of all thoſe Crimes, for which theſe 
our Biſhops merit Depoſition? Or 
what juſt Cenſure of the Church hath 
paſſed upon them? For any thing I 
can ſee, if they be not Lords, they 
are Biſhops-ſtill, and bound by theig 
Sacred Function, and their Duty to 
God, to take care of their Churches ; 
and conſequently the Clergy of their 
Dioceſſcs, whether Swearers or Non- 
ſixearers, ought to live in Subordi- 
nation and Subjection to them, and 
the People to pay them Obedience 
in all Things appeartaining to God, 
So that if any other Biſhop be thruſt 
into a Church belonging to any of 
theſe Biſhops, he can be no other 
than an Intruder ; and if he claim a 
Right to the Church, and Act in Op- 
poſition to the firſt Canonical Biſhops, 
be muſt be a Schiſmatick ; for both 
People and Clergy are bound to ad- 
here to their firſt. and true Biſhop, 
and oppoſe the other, and refuſe 
Communion with bin. But upon 
oux Conſticution, we of the Clergy 
: aye 
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have a forther Obligation? to this, for 
we are Sworn to pay him Canonical 
"Obedience, and thercfore we mult 
either oppoſe any Man, who Unca- 
nonically fets up againit him, or be 
Perjured : And this will reach to. 
you Swearers as wel} as the Non- 
ſwearers ; and there is no Way to 
free us from this, but either his 
Death, or Deſecration, or Renun- 
Ciation, though this laſt was never 
accounted commendable in a Biſhop. 
But then if one be pur” into che 
place of the Metropolitan, rhe Schiſm 
will be wider and more pernicious ; 
for both People and Clergy, and all 
che Biſhops of the Province ( ſo-th:t 
our Author himſelf is here caught in 
a Nooſe, and ſhall be in a ſtreight 
berwixt two Y are bound-to adhere 
£0 the firft and true 'Metropolitan, 
and to refuſe Communion with him 
who ſets up againſt him ; ſo that if 
the extravagant Penalties of this Act 
' rake place, and others be pur into 
the Churches of the pretended-De- 
rived, of neceſſity a Schiſm muſt fol- 
ow: And according to the Senſe, 
TJadgment and Praftiſe, of the - an- 
tient Church , the Church will be 
with us, and the Schiſm with them } 
and their Schiſm will be- much of the 
Contrary Nature with that ofthe Do- 
natiſts;the Terms of Communionwith 
the one, being as much too looſe, as 
with the other, too ſtreight. Dur Au- 
thor, who isold excellent at - Muſter- 
ing up the ill Preſidents, I know will 
think to ſlur this by telling us Tales, 
| how Emperors have put out Biſhops, 
tranſlated Metropolitans, or erected 
new ones and the like. But iris one 
thing to aft in purſuance-to the Ca- 


nons of the Church, and another to 
aft againſt them ; it is one thing to 
ſhew- particular favour to a Place or 
Perſon, and that with the conſtant of 
the Church ; 'and another thing to 
impoſe upon the Church againſt her 
Laws and the Lzws of God: If he 
bave other Inftances, I ſhall either 
prove that they were Unjult, or come 
not up to-our Cafe, or elſe I will 
yield him the Cauſe. 
I know” not whether I can be (o 
apprehenſive of the Milchiefs of . 
SCh1im, #8 our Anthor pretends to 
bi, but I think I dread them as much; 
and the mere, becauſe by woful Ex- 
pericnce it is evident to the World, 
that the ſad Divifions amongſt Chri- 
ſtians, have rendred Chriſtianity little 
more than a bareName: And there. 
fore I am unwilling to lay on Load, 
though to help the right Side. Buc I 
will immind our Author(and I am apc 
to think he will quickly gueſs what I 
mean)thac there are ſome Scandalous 
Perſons mentioned ,in Antiquity, to 
whom I could fo parallel 'a fort of 
Perſons amongſt us, that ſearce one 
Egg ſhould ſeem more like another ; 
and if things are thus puſh'd on to 
the heighr, T hope whatever we ſuf. 
fer,” we ſhall-not baſely deſert God 
and his/Church, and our Duty ;'and 
though they may goclothed in Pur- 
ple and. fine Linnen, and fare Sump- 
tnouſly every Day, whilſt care is ta- 
ken-that.' we \may -be Starved, yer 
they muſt expect to be Pelted, and 
then Men will ſpeak and write their 
Minds freely : For in 'vain do you 
imagine, that when Men kave nothing 
to loſe, they have any thing to fear. 
Whether I have ſtated the 'Caſe 
: | right, 
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right, | muſt leave to ind! fierent Per- 
ſons to Jucge ; but if it be right then 
I thiak it is clcar, Thata Schiſm will 
be unavoidable, and that they may 
waſh their Hands with Plate, but 
cannot wipe off the Crime. And if 
I have ſtared the Caſe rightly, I need 
not trouble my ſelf to give any An- 
ſwer to his Arguments, becauſe upon 
this State they are all beſide the Bu- 
ſineſs, and nothing to the purpoſe. 
But becauie under a preterce of Ar- 
gving againit Schiſm, he really un- 
dertakes the defence of the Oaths, 
and to cover their own Perjury 
would make it a Crime in us not to 
do the fame thing. 1 ſhall rake ſome 
notice of them on that account, but 
very vrieny, and without any partt- 
cular relation to the Caſe of the ſip- 
poſed Schiſm, as to which they are 
Impertinent. And here I need not 
follow him throuzh all his copious 
Elcquence, pretty Diſguifes, variety 
of Reading, and ſubordinate Reaton- 
ings, For it is apparent to any Man 
who hath but balf an-Eye, that the 
whole ſtreſs of his Diſcourſe is foun- 
ded on this fingle Point. That the 
conſideration of the publick Good 
doth diſſolve the Obligation of an 
Oarh to a Sovereign Prince rightfully 
claiming : For this he muſt mean, if 
he ſpeak home to the -purpoſe ; and 
if this Foundation prove Sandy, then 
he hath only raiſed a ruinous Build- 
ng. 

But to prevent ſlanderous Tongues, 
I muſt firſt premiſe ſome Things. 
Firſt, That I do think that all Sove- 
reign Princes are bound to have Re- 
ſpe&t to the publick Good, that as 
their Station is above all other Men, 


ſo their Ations are 67 2 more publick 
Inflience ard Corcern, ard of all 
they ſhall give a more fevere Ac- ' 
count to God than other Men, by 
how much their Truſt from him is 
greater. pecondty, Thay Kings deviate 
ing from the publick Gced, may bz 

Informed, Advilcd and Admonithed, 
by proper Perſons in a fit manner ; 
yea that in ſome Caſes they may be 
ſharp! y Reproved, perhaps It is pat- 
ticularly the Duty of ſome Men to 
do this, though arc their Peril. Third- 
ly, That if a Lawful King command 
me ro any thing that. is Wicked, or 
Paipablyagainft the publick Good, 1 

ought not therein actually ro obev 
him, and that I may uſe all Lawful 
means to prevent. ſuch Miſchief; bur 
not by Refiſting,or by being Inj arious 
tothe Perſon or Honour of the Prince. 
But then I muſt add, That no pre- 
tence of -publick Good whaſoever 
can warrant uns tro deſtroy a Law- 
ful 'King,” or rake off the Obligati- 
ons of an Oath, whereby we” have 
bound onr ſelves, in all things Law- 
ful and Honeſt to+- obey him : For 
this were nary to overturn all thinge, 
and 'to deſtroy the publick Good, 
under 'pretence of preſerving 1t. 
The contrary our Reverend Author 
undertakes to prove, Which I can- 
not reflect upon without Grief; be- 
cauſe ir ſeems to me a Task which 
would much better. have become 
an Old Committee-man or Seque- 
ſtator, than a Divine of the Chnrch 
of England. 

And yet after all if we ſhould 
grant, that he had proved it in Thef,, 
yet he has no where ſo much as of- 
fered"to proye it 'in Hyporheſe, and 


apply 
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apply ic to our particular Caſe, So Treaſure, as tolorably well improv'd 
thar in our preſent Concern no con-- to this Day might have well nigh 
fidering Perſon can be one jot the peopled, and ſtocked half 4merics, 
better for all his rambling Argu- But, in the next place, let us con- 
ments. But to evince the Error of ſider, Who ſhall be Judge .of this 
his main Theſis, I ſhall now offer Publick Good ? If the Supreme Go. 
ſome few things to conſideration,and vernor, then our Author hath all this 
then give a brief anſwer to ſome while. been in a wrong Box, and 
things, which perhaps might rot might better have held his Peace; 
otherwiſe ſeem 1o directly and fully - if he will not allow it to be placed 
anſwered. : there, becauſe a ſingle Man may be 

. . How Specious or Glorious ſcever corrupted or deceived: The Anſwer 
any Propoſition may ſeem in the is eafic, that ſo may he, or any 0- 
Theory ; yet it ought not to be ther Man; for I know no ſecurity 
eſtcemed as right or ſound, if it be that we now have, that any- Man 
impracticable, without filling the ſhall be infallible as to Truth and 
World with perpetual Troubles and Right, and immoveable as to good- 
-Confuſions. That his Doctrine is nels. Our greateſt ſafcty lies in ho- 
very liable to be abuſed, I ſuppoſe neſty and induſtry , with bumble 
he will not deny; (though, not long Prayers for God's Grace and Af. 
ſince, a Reverend Perſon did deny it ſiſtance ; and perhaps the beſt State 
to,my Face;) for the greateſt. part either of private Perſons or Com- 
of Mankind being wicked, and cre- munities in this Life, is to be tolo- 
dulous againſt their Governors; un- rably well : and if Perſons cannot 
der this pretence a ſett of Knaves, be content to enjoy thar, but make 
with ative Fools, may at any time it their whole buſineſs perpetually to 
cry up a diſſolution or forfeiture of mend it, they had beſt have a care 
the Covernment, mate the beſt of that they do not, worſe than that 
Kings, and overturn any Eſtabliſh- reſtleſs Projettor, who to make a 
ment; and we in Englavd ought the perfet+ Engine would needs erect a 
more to be affraid of it, becauſe this Windmill upon a Watermill, and fo 
pretence hath been here moſt raking turn'd and overturned, contrivd and 
and moſt miſchievous. . The Publick hewed, till he reduc'd both to a pair 
Good. hath been made the Publick of Nut-cracks. But then if any o- 
Cheat, and Common Sham ; and I ther man, or body of men, ard not 
can ſcarce remember, that 1 ever the Soveraign Prince,be made Judge 
heard Men commonly talk lonud.of of this Publick Good, we are nothing 
Publick Good, but there was miſ- the.beter, but ſomething the worſe. 
chief brewing : And I am confident, fog-this is to ſet a -Supream above a 
chat this Scholaſtick \Chimera, (for Supream. For whofoever is Judge 
as they uſeir, it. is no other,). within of the Publick Good, according to 
the ſpace of 50 years laſt palt, hath which all Men's actions are to be 
coſt this Nation as much Blood and direfted, he has realy the Command 
| 0 
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of all Men, whatſozver another may 
have in Name. Burt after all, the 
matter comes to the Mobile, and 
cvery Man mult judge for himſelf; 
and ſo, for ought I ſee, may tran- 
ſlate his Allegiance or Obedience, 
or turn King of himelf,as he pleaſes. 
For it matters not, what really 1s 
the Publick Good; for in Practice 
Men muſt and will guide their 
Actions by what they think 1s ſo, 
whether right or wrong : For if my 
Oath bind ms to the Publick Good, 
I muſt be judge what it is, or elſe [ 
cannot anſwer the ends of my Oath 
in our Author's ſence, who dif- 
charges a Subject from his Alle- 
giance, in caſe the Publick Good 
intervene between him and the 
Prince. Now what brave Work 
will this make? We have Presbyre- 
rians, Independents, Anabaptiſts, S9- 
cinians, and there were Church of 
England-Men , "p-rbaps there are 
fome few ftill : Now let thePrince 
dire@ as he pleaſe,or let the Publick 
Good bewhat it will, it is certain chat 
every one of theſe Parties willjudge 
that to be for the Publick Good, 
which is moſt agreeble to their 
Scheme of Principles, and makes 
for their Intereſt: And what a fine 
task hath a Prince, 'to be- bound at 
every turn, - and in every thing, 
to pleaſe every on2 of theſe Pa- 
rtics? It he do not, then cry they, 
the Pablick Good is conceried, and 
they are abſolv'd from their A'le- 
giance. Miſerable Kings! Or rather 
Miſerable People! For at this rate, 
when can we be quiet or ſafe, un- 
leſs one of theſe Parties ſhould be 
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fortunate, as, for the Paublick 
Good, to knock all the reſt o'c<\'- 
head ? Such is the Fruits9f this cele- 
brated Doftrine, We very well 
know, and *cis not long ſince, that ir 
was the Grand Topick exclaimed 
againſt, that the Pope challengeth 
a Power of Depoſing Princes ; and * 
indeed it is a Doctrine, turbulent, 

pernicious, and to be abborred : 

And yet did ever any Pope pre- 

tend to Dzprive a Prince, but the 

neccſlary benefit of Chriſtianity, and 

the -Pablick Good, was made the 

Pretence and ground of it? And 

have not we cxtreamly mended the 

matrer, by putting it into the Po- 

wer of every Subject to Depoſe his 

King; or at leaſt, to endeavour it 

to his utmoſt, in caſe he apprehends 

it will be for the Publick Good? For 

my part, I never can be a Papit; 

and yet I think, at this rate, Pro- 

teſtant Princes have made an ifl ex- 

change of one Pope, for ſo many 

thouſands. And it is a wonder to 

me, how theſe Men cometobe the 

Darlings ef Kings, who upon theic 

Principles can never be made ſure 
- any, but are dangerous to- 
all, 

Next I deſire to know of our 
Author, what this Publick Good 
is, and where this Divine beauty 
dwells, whom all onr Knights Errant 
ran Mad for, and fill the World 
with Blood and Slaughter? For 
in their way of diſcourſe, the Pub- 
lick Goodis generally made a de- 
licate fine thing in the Abſtract; a 
ſeperate inviſible Being, diſtinguiſh- 
cd from all perſonal intexeſt and be- 
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nefit. Now if this Publick good 
be good for no Body', he may 
keep it to himſelf for me, if the 
reſt of his mad crew will permit 
it: Bur if Publick good be more 
than an airy Notion, and really 
Prove to be a perſonal good, and 
that which makes for tne Walfare 
of every one in the Community, 
then I am willing to put in for 
my ſhare ; and I think every Man 
Hath, or ought to have, a ſhare; 
and Kings the greateſt of all. 
And if we leave off theſe nice thin 
Diſtinftions , and ſuffer Publick 
Good to be (as it ought) for the 
ſake and benefit of Perſons ; then 
we ſhall find, that ſhe is a moſt 
ſweet natur'd Creature, that doth 
good toall; and if at any time 
by chance, ſhe ſeem to have 
done any partici-lar Perſon an'un- 
kindneſs; yet one way, or other, 
ſhe abundantly makes him amends 
for it. But Alas! ſuch a Publick 
Good would do our Author's Ar- 

ment no ſervice; for this Pub- 
ick Good would never have 
feaught us to Depoſe a Rightful 
King, to loſe our Trade, our Men, 
our Money, and bring, our ſelves 
under the juſt apprebenſion of 
thoſe dreadful Judgments, which 
a People ought to expect, who 
have rebell'd againſt God and Man. 
The deſtroying the Community for 
the Publick Good, is a thing that 
paſſeth my Underſtanding, 


Further, 1 defire our Author 
ro-inſtrut me, whether the Pub- 
tick Good be not -only Conliſtens 
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with manifeſt Injuſtice and Wrong, 
but al/o an encouragement, ar d 
ſufficient Warrant, for Men to 
do that which is palpably unjuit 
and wrongful? It he do not a. 
firm this, then his Publick,Good 
doth him no Service, becaule it 
comes not up to our Caſe; ard if 
he do afhrm ir, then I defire bim 
to acquit St. Paul from Preaching 


falſe DoQtrine, when he tells us, 


That their Damnation # juſt , who 
fay they may do evil, that good may 
come of it. And a ſhame take 
thoſe-filly Heathen Arhenians, who 
rejected the Counſel of Themiſto- 
cles, be-canſe Ariſtides made this 
report of it to them, that it was 
indeed profirable to the Common- 
Wealth, but not honeft : had they 
been Chriſtians, they might _ca- 
ſily have got over ſuch a pitiful 
Scruple; and a lgarned Door, 
nay (God be merciful to us) a 
Biſhop ( commonly fo ſtiled ) of 
our Church, would have taughr 
them, that the Publick Good 
ſanCtified all, and that we oughr 
to boggle at nothing to procure 
it. When, O Lord, ſhall be ve delive- 
red from theſe mortified Hipocrites, 
who faſt for ſtrife and. debate, and 
make long Prayers for Pretences, whilſt 
like Locuſts they devour all the geod 
of the Land? 


The Publick Good is a very 
honeft, harmleſs thing in its ſelf, 
bur, as uſed of late, hath done 
a World of miſchief; and now, I 
think, our Author is improving it 
to the height, to make it m— 

| the 


the obligation of Oaths,which 
are the moſt Sacred Tye can 
be laid on Man; and yer at 
the ſame time he deftroysthe 
obligation of thoſe veryOaths 
he periivades Men to take : 
For if Men ſhould think it for 
the Publick Good to recal 
their Lawful Prince upon ho- 
neſt terms ; What would be- 
come of the obligation of his 
new Oaths? And indeed in 
his ſenſe, all Oaths to the 
Supreme Governor are not on- 
ly Eluſory,a mocking both of 
God and Man,burt miſchievous 
and deſtruCtive of the Publick 
Peace: For he grants, that the 
End and Deſign of admini- 
ſtring ſuch Oaths, is to en- 
ſure the Swbjef to the Prince; 
and certainly the Publick Good 
and Peace requires, that in all 
honeſt ways they be faſt ro 
him : But if the true and juſt 
meaſure (as he calls it) of che 
obligation of thefe Oaths be 
the Publick Good, fo that they 
bind a Man co-purſue that, 
though to the deſtruction of 
the Perſon to whom they 
Swear, they arc ſo far from 
being a ſecurity to him, that 
upan the Plea of Publick Good 
they may be ſet up as a pre- 
tence, yea as an obligation 
ro Rebel againſt him. Ar 
this rate every Oath will be 
dangeraus and ſeditious ; and 
it would be the wiſdom and 
ſafety of the Primce never to 
ſuffer any to be adminiſtred. 
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Even thoſe he calls Politica/ 
Oath; were ever intended as 
a Perſonal Security, and ever - 
thought ſo, and the Publick 
Good requires they ſhould be 
ſo ; but,in our Author's ſenſe, 
they never can be fo, And ic 
is ſomewhat ſtrange to me, 
that he who has deſpiſed, all 
ſorts of Perſons, as ignorance 
and filly, in reſpect of him- 
ſef, ſhould now endeavour ta 
perſwade us, that all Man- 
kind has ever been ſo cun- 
ning as to Swear inhis ab- 
ſtracted Metaphyſical No- 
tion, 

I as heartily deſire the Pub- 
lick Good as any Man, ang 
think it every Man's duty in 
his Station, and to his Power 
to promote it ; but I think it 
never can be done by expel- 
ling Kings; and that rather it 
is againſt the Publick Good 
by violence to oppoſe the Su- 
preme Governor, much more 
to Dethrone him ; for it is 
always: accompanied with 
ſuch heart-burnings , with 
ſuch diſcontents and factions, 
with ſuch diforders and open 
violence, with ſach overturg- 
ings and unſettledneſs, with 
the ruin of many Families, 
and often with {> much Blood 
and Slaughter and long Wars; 
that the worſt of Tyranny 
(which can never laſt long) 
were better to be born, than 
to ſeek a- remedy again{t it 
by ſuch unhappy means. And 
B 2 belides 


beſides all this, the ifl example 
of ſuch proceedings influen« 
ceth Poſterity, and becomes 
the occaſion and promoter of 
Eternal Troubles, wherein 
the Peaceable and Good are al- 
ways the greateſt Sufferers. 
And ſince he thinks the Pub- 
lick Good is fo much advanced 
by the late Revolution, I deſire 
him to caſt up the account, 
"and tell ns how much better 
we now are, than we Were 
in K's Reign? For my 
part, I donot think ſo many 
lolles; ſo great charges, ſich 
threatning dangers, to be 
compenſated by his gaining 
a Biſhoprick. | 
TI grow weary of diſcour- 
ſing of a Publick Good, which 
is ſet up to deſiroy ir ſelf. I 
ſhall now give a brief Anſwer 
to ſuch other things in the 
Diſcourſe, as may any way 
ſeem to require it, and con- 
' clude. 'To ſecure the Law on 
his fide he cites Glawuil and 
Bratton, but forgets what Sr. 
Paul and St. Peter ſaid; let 
him take his ſhare with the 
Lawyers; I will venture my 
Soul with the Apoſtles : -Nor 
need I Anſwer the Citation ; 
for as I ever thovght, that it 
was the Duty of a Sovereign 
' Prince to his Power, not only 
to protect his Subjetts; but to 
* be render of them; ſo Icould- 
: never- be perſwaded, that it 
was. Lawful uponany pre- 
tence whatſoever to Rebel, 


(12) 


or countenarce Rebellion a- 
gainft him; and, not long 
ſince, I am ſure this was both 
the Dottrime of the Church of 
England, and the Law of the 
Land. - 

The H:fory of Paſſive Obe- 
dience he hath anſwered with 
the greateſt eaſe imaginable; 
for he tells us, that iz is imper- 
tinent to this purpoſe, becauſe 
heve is no reneuncing the Defrine 
of Paſſive Obedience, or aſſerting 
the lawfulne(s of Reſiſtence ; but 
the ſingle point is, Whether the 
Law of cur Nation d:th not bind 
25, &c., Now, thoughI think 


a Divine might have made a - 


double point of it, yet for 
once let it paſs. Gentlemen, 
you have only changed the 
Object of your Obedience, it 
may be asPaſlive as you will; 
bue iffome blunt Fellow were 
to put this into plain Engliſh, 
I fancy I ſhould hear him 
ſpeak after this manner: My 
Maſters, 'yeu have been all this 
while miſtaken as to Paſlive 
Obedience ; for it is only a 
Do@rine which teacheth, or, at 
leaſt, leaves all Men at luberty, 
to be Weathercocks, to turn with 
every Wind, and comply with 
every turn; and is as good a 
Dotrine as any Turncoat could 
wiſhfer., 1 confels, - I did not 
underſtand the Myſtery be- 
fore, and I think our Author 
has made-a very ſeaſonable 
diſcovery if it, and I wiſh he 
along may haye the Honour 
of it, He 


He thinks three Objeions 
may be raiſedagainſt him out 
of the Hiſtory of Paſſive Obe- 
dience, Which he branches in- 
to ſeveral particulars, but 
itops all their Mouths with 
Publick Good; but to prevent 
their choaking, I have pulled 
it out, and left their mouths 
open agen,and thereforeneed 
not trouble my ſelf farther in 
that matter, unleſs he ſhould 
get another ſtopple. 

His compariſon of a Vow 
and an Oath, is nothing to 
the purpoſe; for who cver 
thought, that either a Vow 
or an- Oath bound a Man 
contrary to his real Duty ? 
The Sin in ſuch a caſe is in 
making them, not in break- 
ing them : But let our Au- 
thor ſpeak out, and tell me, 
that taking an Oath of Alle- 
giance to a Lawful Prince, is 
contrary to my Duty, and 
then I will thank him for 
proving, that it 1s Lawful to 
take an Oath to him who 
expells him- He adds, That 
if Parents, inſtead of regarding 
the good, of their Children, do 
«penly deſign their ruine, and 
contrive ways to bring it about; 
none will ſay but that they are 
bud to take care of their own 
welfare, Now 1 know not 


what a Madman may do; 
but none will ſuppoſe, that 
a Parent in his right Wits 
will do thus; as it is both 
wmatural and unreaſonable to 
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think, that a Ring ſhould 
contrive the deſtruction of 
his Subjects, without whom 
he hath none to Reign over, 
of aſſiſt him: But he ſhould 
have told us, that the Chil- 
dren, in ſuch a cafe, might 
have taken away all the Fa- 
ther's ſubſiſtence, and done 
their utmoſt endeavour to 
ſtarve him, or cut his throat; 
and no doubt but- this had 
been an excellent Comment 
on the Fifth Commandment. 

I know not to what pur- 
poſe he fo labours to prove, 
That a Natural Equity or Com- 
mon Right 1s due to Subjects, 
yea even to Slaves: For 
who ever thoughr, that be- 
ing under Government, Me- 
tamorphogd us into Beaſts, 
or worſe? Whereas it has 
been ever judged the great 


' advantage of the 1e2/onable 


Creature, that he is both Ss- 
ciable and Governable : Bur 
he ſhould have proved, that 
becauſe the Subject has a. 
Common Right, therefore he 
can receive no wrong; or if 
he do, or apprehend he ſhall, 
then he may cry out the 
Pablick Good, and raiſe Re- 
bellion, and overturn any 
Government : Nor was ut 
kindly done to condemn Mr. 
Hobbs for laying . down a 
Propoſition, which tended to 
the ſecuring of Government 
when once eſtabliſhed m hs 


way, When any Man may 
. VOoL : "a 
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fee that he bath borrow*dthe 
worſt of Mr. Hrbbys Prin- 
\ ciples to patch vp his Diſ- 
urſe; nor is thereany thing 
material in his whole Dil- 
courſe, but it might have 
"been brought (mutatis mu- 
rands)' to vindicate the Lorg 
Parliament, and Oliver, and 
condemn K. Charles the Mar- 
tyr, and his Loyal Safferers : 
But if you examine their 
Principles narrowly, you 
may obſerve that they are 
fitted to overturn any Go- 
vyernment, but ſecure none ; 
fo tharlwonder any Govern- 
ment can endure them, or 
the Mer: that teach them. 
\The Caſuiſts, have dif- 
pleaſed him for allowingmen 
under a State of Uſurpation, 
£o dothoſe things which tend 
to the Publick Safety; and 
in another Paragraph he dif- 
covers the reaſon of his dif: 
Pleaſure to be this; that they 
have not allowed them to do 
every thing ina State of Uſur- 
Pation, which they might 
do under their Lawful Sove- 
Teign : But he is even with 
them,and roundly condemns 
them all for founding it 
the preſumptive conſent of the 


abſent Prince; but it is his own 


miſtake; for quite contrary 


they found the preſumptive 
Conſent of the abſent Prince 
upon the Publick Good, and 
his deſire of the preſervation 
of his Subje(ts ; and Biſhop 


Sanderſon, Obl. Conſ. Pral. 5. 
over whom he ſeems pecu- 
liarly in this place to inſult, 
gives this reafon of the 
Prince's preſumptive will; 
Eju/mods obJequio, non tam in- 
fuſte dominanti, quam toii com- 
munitati, hoc eſt , Reipublice 
ſerwiiſſe exiſtimandus eft; quan 


ſalvam eſſe, juſti heredis ni- 


hilo minus mtereſf, quam illins . 


qui de fatto in e& dominatur. 
Fertaſſe an © multo etiam ma- 
gis, quo ſmcerins patriam dilj- 
gere cen/endus eſt, & ei omnia 
bona welle, qui genuinus Pater 
Patriz eft, quam quo eo excluſo 
#n ipſins ades ſe ingeſſit, & mm 
familiam ipſins jus & Imperiuns 
exercet, KC. 

I do not remember. any 
thing more in his diſcourſe 
material, except & numerous 
heap of Inſtances, and in the 
Van comes the Unfortunate 
Vortigern, whom his Nobles 
forſook for endeavonring to 
bring in a Forreign Power : 
But if chat be a ſufficient dif- 
chargeof Subjects Obligation 
to their Pince, as he tells us, 
and they thought, and endea- 
vours to perſwade us to be 
of the ſame mind ; I believe 
Some-Body will give him no 
thanks for it. Torun through 
all his Inſtances would'be ex- 


treamly troublefome , and 


therefore I will make ſhort 
work of them; for what a 
miſerable ſtreight had this 


Great Moan been reduced to, 


if 


fa wicked World and the 
madneſs of the People had 
not furniſhed him with In- 
ſtances of ſtrange Diſorders, 
Irregularities, and miſchie- 
vous overturnings of go- 
vernment ? But when thoſe 
very Inſtances ſhew us the 
Confuſions, Calamities, and 
Miſeries, Which attend ſuch 
doings; to make them the 
Rule and Meaſure of our 
Actions, is to be madder than 
Madmen, and to take away 
all hopzs of ever arriving at 
any ſettled and firm eſtabliſh. 
ment. But what can we ex- 
pe:t better from a Man,who 
lays aſide all his Divinity for 
a little bad Law, and worſe 
Hiſtory 2? 

He is ſo elevated with his 
laſt Inſtance, about the de- 
termination of our Saviour, 
of paying Tribute to Tiberius; 
that in zeal he cannot forbear 
to call the Non-ſwearers 
perjurd and Apoſtates. 

Some men ſurely, are not 
only privileged, but admired, 
for ſpeaking Contradictions. 
But to be ſhort, I think the 
the teſtimony of Velleius Pa- 
ferculus concerning the Au- 
thority of Tiberius, to be 
better than our Author's, 
though he fo ſcornfully re. 
z<Ct bim ; and I could wiſh, 
that if it had been but for 
the ſakeof Dios reaſon, that 
ſome others had imitated the 
Wiſdom he commends in 
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Auguſtus, ir declining: the 
impoſirion of Oaths, He 
boaſts what he had gained 
upon the account of the 
Fews paying Tribute, but it 
will impoſe upon none but 
Fools and Partizans; and I 
will give it no. particular 
anſwer, becauſe he miſre- 
preſents the caſe both of the 
Fews and Tiberius; as to 
which I will only mention 
ſme few particulars, and 
then let him reckon his gains. 
Firſt ,, That none ſhould rwe 
over the Jews, bat one of their 
Brethren, was deſigned as a 
Bleſſing , if they continued in 
Obedience, and an encourage» 
ment to do ſo; [0 their being 
given up to @ Foreign Power 
was @ Tudgment, and Curſe 
wpon them for their Sins ; and 
which had not befallen them 
but for their wickedneſs. Se- 
condly, That they were under 
a State of Conqueſt, and that 
to ſuch a Power, as they were 
70 way able to oppoſe. Thirdly, 
That the Queſtion to our Saviour 
as not concerning Oaths but 
Tribute , which, he himſelf 
grants, all Caſuiſts do allow 
may be paid even to an Uſurper. 
Fourthly, That at that time 
no Man had Jas potius, nor 
had there bees any prior Oaths 
taken in Bar agamſe Tiberius; 
ſo that though he calls him an 
Uſurper, I know not where be 
will find one with a better 
Tile, And by this it appears, 

that 
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(16) 
that our Saviour gavenot the jury; I will let paſs their 
leaſt encouragement to take heat, and interpoſe for their 
contraditory Oaths;* and 1 Judgment, and if I may have 
think our Author might have liberty co Write, 1 will un- 
been better imployed, than dertake to prove it ſo; and 
thusto attempttofaſten ſuch . if I fail in the Judgment of 


a ſcandal- upon the Great 
Preacher of Righteouſneſs, 
and Saviour of-the World: 
But I forbear too, though I 
ſcarce know how a Man can, 
in ſucha caſe; for many rea- 
ſons I ant unwilling to judge 


my Biſhop and AM-tropoli- 
tan, then to fubmit to any 
Cenſire he ſhall inflict upon 
me. Toconclude, the Secta- 
ri2s are all run mad, and be- 
come more ungovernable 
than the Poſſeſſed in the Evan- 


ſeverely of my Brethren, geliſt, and daily increaſe.,; 
who have ſworn; nor hath and I ſee not how a Schiſm 
any Man been more forbear- in the Church of England can 
ing; yet ſince he ſo boldly be avoided, if thee Oaths 
accuſeth thoſe, as en of beimpoſed. We have made 
much greater Heat than wiſe work of it, and the 
Judgment, who call it Per- Lord have Mercy upon us. 


